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ELECTORAL AUTHORISATIONS –  
CURRENT INVESTIGATIONS 

Commissioner’s summary 

Issue What is the AEC doing about the approximately 30 Facebook pages run by 
Andrew Laming MP that may not comply with the Electoral Act? 

Position The Facebook pages are currently under investigation by the AEC. It would 
not be appropriate to comment further. 

Points • The Electoral Act was amended in March 2018 to broaden the 
authorisation requirements to cover certain electoral mater 
communicated on social media. 

• The AEC proactively investigates electoral communications on referral 
and from our own investigations. If issues are found, the AEC contacts 
political participants to ensure that electoral matter is properly 
authorised or removed. 

• The Electoral Act does not regulate the content of political messages. 

Talking points 

Question: What is the AEC doing about the approximately 30 Facebook pages 
administered by Andrew Laming MP as reported in The Guardian? 

• The Facebook pages purportedly created and/or administered by Andrew Laming 
MP are currently under investigation by the AEC therefore it would not be 
appropriate to comment further.  
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